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August 24, 2009

Dear Parents,


It is with pleasure that I welcome your child into my class.  I would like to take this opportunity to provide you with some information about me and on expectations for the 2009-2010 school year.


I hold a B.S. in Special Education, a M.A. in Elementary Education and I have been teaching for 15 years.  I also have endorsements in Reading and ESL (English as a Second Language).  I have high expectations for my students and believe that all children will rise to the level of expectations that adults hold for them.


State and District Standards guide my class curriculum, and I will meet individual needs and learning styles by using a variety of teaching techniques.  One of these techniques will involve cooking, so if your child has any type of food allergy, please let me know.  


Students are expected to keep a Homework Folder that will be sent home daily and should be returned daily.  In this folder you will find worksheets, a nightly reading record, and any notes or letters from the Principal or from myself.  This will be our main form of communication, so please check it nightly.  We check the folder every morning, so if you need to write me a note, please do so.  Of course, if you need to speak to me directly, please call the office at 291-6837 and I will get back to you as soon as I can.  You can even e-mail me at liberman_b@aps.edu.  If there is any change in how your child gets home, please write me a note.  I cannot go by what the child tells me, so please let me know in writing.


I am pleased to be working with Mrs. Victoria Lopez, our assistant, and Ms. Gina Cruz-Szabo, our student teacher. Together, we thank you for sharing your child with us and for supporting our class.  I know that we can all look forward to a very rewarding year!







Sincerely,







Mrs. Bonnie Liberman

Classroom Discipline Plan

In order to achieve the most success academically and personally, students need to learn and demonstrate appropriate school behavior.  This means showing respect, caring, fairness, trustworthiness, and responsibility. Therefore, we take the time to teach, reinforce, and reward appropriate behavior in order to be proactive with student behavior instead of reactive.  Please refer to the Matheson Park Parent Handbook for more information about school discipline.

Our Class Rules:

1.  Use kind words

2.  Work hard

3.  Keep hands, feet, and objects to yourself

4.  Listen to adults and peers

Rewards:

Students who behave appropriately will get a sticker to put on their sticker chart at the end of the day.  After the month has ended, he/she will take home their sticker chart to show you and then begin a new sticker chart.  Praises and hugs (or anything else you decide at home) are great ways of rewarding your child for great behavior.

Consequences:

If a student misbehaves, we will take the time to reteach that behavior.  If a student continues to misbehave, he/she will receive a warning and move their clothespin from green to yellow on the Behavior Stop Sign.  If the behavior continues, the student will move their clothespin to red, a note will be sent home, and the student will not receive their sticker.  Please sign the note and return it the next day.  If a student’s behavior is dangerous to him/herself or others, he/she will be sent to the Principal’s office.

Thank you for your support of our behavior program!

Cooking

We will be cooking most Wednesdays and our recipe usually goes along with the Letter of the Week, so it is imperative that I know of any allergies.  The District does not include supplies and ingredients in our budget, so we would be grateful if you could donate $10.00 to cover the cost for the first semester.  Please place the money in an envelope marked with your child’s name and place it in the homework folder, and I will send home a receipt.  I will be asking for another $10.00 in January for the second semester.  Thank you!

Breakfast

MPES serves breakfast free to all students.  If your child will be eating at school, be sure to send him/her to school with enough time to eat.  Students should be finished eating before the first bell rings (8:57).

Snacks

Each child will be asked to provide snacks for the class for a week (4 days) at a time.  We will provide a monthly snack schedule that lets you know when it is your turn to provide snacks.  Snack suggestions include:  pretzels, Goldfish crackers, peanut butter crackers, fruit, cut up veggies and cheese.  Individual containers of fruit cocktail, jello, or pudding work out well also.  You do not need to send in a drink, we will serve water with the snack.  Also, please send in any utensils, napkins, cups or plates that we may need.  Thank you!

Field Trips

Field trips are a time for kindergartners to explore their community.  APS does not fund these trips; therefore, the cost of the bus will be included with any field trip fees.  Please fill out field trip forms completely (front and back), and place the money in an envelope marked with your child’s name and place in the homework folder.  We often have to give the money to the office a week in advance, so please be aware of the due dates written on the permission form.

Book Orders

Book orders will be sent home monthly.  Please make a check out to that specific book order company (usually Scholastic), write your child’s name on the order form, and place money and form in an envelope marked with your child’s name and place in the homework folder.

Rest Time

The kindergarten day is very long for most 5 and 6 year olds at the beginning of the school year.  Therefore, we do have a Rest Time in our schedule.  Please send in a small blanket or towel to keep at school.  Please do not send in any pillows or anything bulky because we do not have the room to store them.  Usually by the second semester, the students are ready to give up rest time, but we will evaluate that when the time comes.

Class T-shirts

Please send in a plain, white t-shirt that we can decorate and use for field trips.  We will keep them here and wash them after every trip.  It makes keeping track of our little kiddos easier when they have their “handprints” all over them!

Homework

Homework is a tool to reinforce skills already taught in class.  Your child will be given one worksheet to complete at home and bring back to school the next day in their homework folder.  It is helpful to keep a supply pouch at home with all the supplies that your child might need to complete his/her homework such as: crayons, pencils, glue, and scissors.  We will also have Nightly Reading:  please read to your child for at least 15 minutes, 4 nights a week.  Record this on the Nightly Reading Record and return it every Monday.  Your child will get a sticker for the Nightly Reading chart. We will participate in Pizza Hut’s “Book It” program beginning in October. Our homework program will begin on Monday, August 31.

Show and Tell
We will provide time each day for students to share something that is important to him/her with the class.  Please help your child choose something appropriate (the child should be able to carry it on his/her own) to share. Your child’s sharing day will be written in his/her homework folder.  Students will not be allowed to share on other days and should not bring any toys from home.

Student Drop-off and Pick-up

Parents need to drop their students off and pick them up in the North parking lot only (on Jane St.).  Parents will not be allowed in the south parking lot (on Lexington), which is designated for day care and handicapped buses only.

Attendance

Kindergarten has become a lot more academic than it has been in the past and we begin learning as soon as the bell rings.  Please be sure your student is here and on time.  If not, please call the office if absent or sign in at the office if your child is late.

Parent Helpers

I welcome any help parents (or grandparents, aunts, uncles, etc.) can offer in the classroom.  The more help that we get the more activities that we can do.  I do ask that if you do volunteer, please be sure to come in when assigned, sign in at the office, and follow the rules of the class and procedures of the activity.  Also, if you cannot come in at your designated time, please let me know ASAP (you can call the office at 291-6837).  Thank you!  

Volunteer opportunities include:

· help with committees (1 hour a week)

· help with cooking activity (1 hour, Wednesdays)

· help reading to/with students (1 hour a week)

· help at the end of the day replenishing table supplies (10 minutes, 5x a week)

· represent our class at PTA meetings

· field trip chaperones

· help with class parties/celebrations                

Special Days

Computer Lab
TBA

Cooking

Wednesdays

P.E


Tuesdays/Fridays

Library

Tuesdays

Music


Fridays

